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HOUSING  AND  DEFENSE 


Suggested  Procedure  for  Local  Defense  Councils 
or  Communities  in  Need  of  Defense  Housing 

If  any  community  has  an  existing  or  anticipated  housing  shortage  or  need 
for  new  housing  and  this  need  is  not  being  met  presently  by  private  in- 
dustry, it  is  suggested  that  as  a primary  procedure  any  local  Defense  Council 
or  any  community  desirous  of  securing  defense  housing  proceed  as  follows: 

1 —  Determine,  if  possible,  the  immediate  or  anticipated  need  in  the  com- 
munity for  housing.  Information  relative  to  this  can  often  be  secured 
from  the  industries  in  the  community,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  the 
Real  Estate  Board,  Labor  Unions  or  other  interested  groups. 

2—  Confer  or  consult  with  the  Local  Housing  Authority  which  is  estab- 
lished in  the  area  for  which  housing  is  needed. 

3—  — Submit  the  need  and  as  much  available  information  on  housing  condi- 

tions, vacancies,  rentals  or  other  pertinent  information  as  possible  to 
the  Housing  Coordinator,  Division  of  the  Defense  Housing  Coordina- 
tion, Washington,  D.  C.  Inform  the  Housing  Coordinator  if  the 
housing  need  is  an  emergency  as  temporary  housing  is  being  utilized 
until  permanent  housing  is  secured.  This  temporary  housing  is  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Federal  Security  Administration  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

4 —  Advise  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  of  Defense  of  any  requests 
made  for  defense  housing. 

5 —  If  the  local  Defense  Council  or  community  feels  that  the  housing  pro- 
gram can  be  expedited  by  the  establishment  of  a Local  Housing  Au- 
thority, if  one  does  not  already  exist,  consult  with  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Board  of  Housing  as  to  the  method  of  establishing  such  an 
Authority. 

6—  — Secure  the  cooperation  of  all  interested  groups  or  organizations.  If  a 

Citizens  Housing  group  or  organization  exists  in  the  community,  their 
assistance  should  be  of  great  value. 

The  State  Council  of  Defense  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Hous- 
ing are  available  for  consultation  on  any  problems  which  may  arise  or  will 
make  suggestions  as  to  the  procedure  to  be  followed,  if  requested. 

Housing  is  an  essential  and  important  part  of  the  Defense  Program.  It  is 
necessary  to  provide  adequate  shelter,  not  only  for  enlisted  personnel  and 
their  families,  but  also  for  civilian  employes  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy 
and  of  industrial  workers  who  are  engaged  in  defense  activities.  The 
Housing  shortage,  which  is  made  apparent  by  the  Decennial  Census  of 
April  1,  1940,  is  becoming  more  acute  as  revealed  by  surveys  undertaken 
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recently  in  an  effort  to  determine  the  amount  of  accommodations  available 
for  defense  workers.  Due  to  the  increase  of  industry  in  certain  areas,  it  is 
necessary  that  an  effort  be  made  to  provide  housing  as  rapidly  as  possible 
so  that  the  National  Defense  Program  may  not  be  impeded  due  to  the  lack 
of  adequate  shelter. 

Defense  housing  can  be  secured  through  private  industry  or  through  public 
agencies. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  has  been  carrying  on  a public  housing 
program  for  the  past  four  years,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  twenty- 
three  (23)  Local  Housing  Authorities  in  the  State.  These  Local  Housing 
Authorities  are  corporate  agencies  established  within  a political  subdivision, 
whose  duties  generally  are  to  study  and  remedy  housing  conditions  as  they 
exist  in  the  territory  within  their  jurisdiction  and  whose  power  to  do  this 
has  been  given  to  them  by  State  Acts. 

There  is  a Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Housing,  which  has  general  super- 
vision over  Local  Housing  Authorities  and  to  which  local  Housing  Authori- 
ties must  report  and  with  which  they  must  file  certain  data  and  information 
as  required  by  law.  The  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Housing  also  has  con- 
trol and  supervision  over  Limited  Dividend  Housing  Companies  as  estab- 
lished under  the  law  creating  them. 

The  following  communities  have  established  Local  Housing  Authorities: 

The  Housing  Authority  of  the  City  of  Allentown — Allentown,  Pa. 

Allegheny  County  Housing  Authority — Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Housing  Authority  of  the  County  of  Beaver — Monaca,  Pa. 

Bethlehem  Housing  Authority — Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Chester  Housing  Authority — Chester,  Pa. 

Crawford  County  Housing  Authority — Titusville,  Pa. 

Delaware  County  Housing  Authority — Chester,  Pa. 

Housing  Authority  of  the  City  of  Erie — Erie,  Pa. 

Fayette  County  Housing  Authority — Uniontown,  Pa. 

Housing  Authority  of  the  County  of  Greene — Waynesburg,  Pa. 

Harrisburg  Housing  Authority — Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Johnstown  Housing  Authority — Johnstown,  Pa. 

McKean  County  Housing  Authority — Bradford,  Pa. 

Housing  Authority  of  the  City  of  McKeesport — McKeesport,  Pa. 

Mifflin  County  Housing  Authority — Lewistown,  Pa. 

Montgomery  County  Housing  Authority — Norristown,  Pa. 

The  Philadelphia  Housing  Authority — Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Housing  Authority  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh — Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Reading  Housing  Authority — Reading,  Pa. 

Schuylkill  County  Housing  Authority — Shenandoah,  Pa. 

Scranton  Housing  Authority — Scranton,  Pa. 
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Washington  County  Housing  Authority — Washington,  Pa. 

Westmoreland  County  Housing  Authority — Greensburg,  Pa. 

In  an  effort  to  expedite  the  defense  housing  program,  the  Division  of  De- 
fense Housing  Coordination  was  established  within  the  Office  for  Emer- 
gency Management  by  Executive  Order  of  the  President.  Mr.  Charles  F. 
Palmer  was  appointed  Housing  Coordinator  and  part  of  his  duties  and 
responsibilities  are  as  follows: 

“(b)  Anticipate  the  need  for  housing  in  localities  in  which 
persons  are  engaged,  or  are  to  be  engaged,  in  national  defense  activi- 
ties; analyze  reported  defense  housing  needs;  coordinate  studies  and  sur- 
veys of  Federal  housing  agencies  in  areas  of  national  defense  activity; 
and  facilitate  the  full  use  of  existing  housing  accommodations. 

“(c)  Formulate  and  recommend  to  the  President  coordinated  defense 
housing  programs  with  the  objective  of  avoiding  shortages,  delays,  dupli- 
cation and  overlapping  in  defense  housing;  and  advise  each  Federal 
housing  agency  of  its  part  in  each  proposed  program. 

“(d)  Facilitate  the  execution  of  approved  housing  programs  through 
private  industry  or  through  appropriate  governmental  agencies  and  take 
appropriate  steps  to  eliminate  obstacles  which  impede  the  expeditious 
provisions  of  defense  housing. 

“(e)  Advise  with  private  and  Federal  agencies  in  the  formulation 
of  plans,  terms,  rental  and  management  policies,  and  other  factors 
involved  in  developing  and  operating  approved  defense  housing 
projects.”  . . . 

There  have  been  several  Acts  or  Amendments  to  Acts  passed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  within  the  last  year  to  provide  funds  or  to  assist 
in  financing  defense  housing.  Two  of  these  which  are  of  importance  are 
the  Lanham  Act,  which  provides  a sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the 
Federal  Works  Agency  in  the  erection  of  defense  housing;  and  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  National  Housing  Act,  known  as  Title  VI,  which  permits  “De- 
fense Housing  Insurance’  by  the  Federal  Housing  Administrator  on  mort- 
gages for  residential  properties  in  “defense  housing  areas,”  as  determined  by 
the  President.  When  an  area  has  demonstrated  its  defense  housing;  need, 
recommendation  is  made  by  the  Housing  Coordinator  to  the  President  to  * 
declare  it  a defense  housing  area.  After  such  a declaration  has  been  made 
and  such  a recommendation  approved,  the  Housing  Coordinator  allocates 
to  either  private  industry  or  to  a public  agency  the  number  of  structures 
immediately  necessary  for  the  particular  area.  The  public  agencies 
presently  undertaking  defense  housing  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  request  of 
the  Housing  Coordinator  are  the  Public  Buildings  Administration  and  the 
United  States  Housing  Authority,  both  within  the  Federal  Works  Agency. 
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The  power  for  the  Federal  Works  Agency  to  engage  in  defense  housing  is 
given  it  by  Executive  Order  which  states  in  part  as  follows: 

"In  the  FWA  defense  housing  for  civilian  defense  workers  and  mar- 
ried Army  and  Navy  enlisted  personnel  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
Federal  Works  Administrator,  who  may  use  any  of  the  component  units 
of  the  Agency  or  other  proper  Federal  organization  to  expedite  this 
phase  of  the  Defense  Program  under  findings  and  authorizations  by  the 
President.” 

In  some  localities  where  the  United  States  Housing  Authority  is  under- 
taking defense  housing,  it  has  requested  several  of  the  local  Housing  Au- 
thorities to  act  as  its  agent  in  the  territory  which  is  covered  by  the  Local 
Housing  Authority.  Local  Housing  Authorities  have  been  asked  to  under- 
take this  work  where  they  have  been  established  and  where  experience  by 
them  will  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  program. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Council  of  Defense  will  have  an  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  Housing  which  will  make  recommendations  and  suggestions 
on  the  defense  housing  program  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  question  of  homes  registration  and  other  matters  pertinent  to  the 
defense  housing  program  will  be  discussed  in  a future  bulletin. 
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